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National Forests are made for and owned by the
people. They should also be managed by the people.
They are made not to give the officers in charge of
them a chance to work out theories, but to give the
people who use them and those who are affected by
their use a chance to work out their own best profit.
This means that if national forests are going to accom-
plish anything worthwhile, the people must know all
about them, must take an active part in their manage-
ment.␣ ... .

Gifford Pinchot, Chief of the Forest Service (1907)

Right up front, I clearly state, without equivocation,
that these are our lands today — the lands of all the
people. These are our lands — they belong to us lock,
stock, and barrel. And they will be our lands and our
children’s and our children’s children’s lands far into
the future unless we, as a people, through careless-
ness or apathy or conscious choice, allow that pre-
cious heritage to be sold or traded away for pottage.

Jack Ward Thomas, Chief of the Forest Service (1996)
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